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The end of leaded petrol has been achieved in July 

2021! 

PCFV Media Conference 30
th

 August 2021 

[Editor’s note: The structure of this article, the Agenda (and the Speaker Profiles below) for the Partnership 

for Clean Fuels and Vehicles (PCFV) of the United Nations, was emailed by Rob de Jong (Head, Sustainable 

Mobility Unit, Economy Division, UN Environment Programme) to PCFV members, and PCFV Member 

Elizabeth O’Brien of The LEAD Group Inc Australia, has edited in her notes from watching the Media 

Conference at https://youtu.be/1daMpAWT8t0 .] 

Welcome and background – moderator Mr Mike Walsh (3 min) Mike gives a potted history of leaded petrol 

since December 1921, Japan being the first country to phase it out; introduces how the PCFV was created, 

it’s first focus: the lead campaign (to phase-out leaded petrol globally), and benefits of the phase-out of 

leaded gasoline. 

Video Mr Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General (3 min) celebrates a milestone in multi-lateralism 

across countries and sectors, protecting children’s IQ and preventing one million premature deaths annually 

from heart disease, strokes and cancer, through the ending of leaded petrol. “We must turn the same 

commitment to ending the triple crisis of climate disruption, biodiversity loss and pollution. We need to shift 

from fossil fuels to renewable energy. We need global mobility with no emissions at all…. Let us take 

inspiration from the end of leaded fuel. Let us focus all our efforts at making peace with nature. Let’s build a 

cleaner greener future for all.” 

Inger Andersen, Executive Director UNEP (3 min) – discusses how UNEP led the global campaign with 

75 PCFV members, supported countries, and how we achieved a global phase out of leaded fuel, from which 

we can learn, applying these lessons to deal with carbon dioxide emissions from the transport session and 

other actions to end the triple planetary crisis. 

Luc Gnacadja, former Minister Benin (3 min) – talks about Benin and sub Saharan Africa taking the lead 

by for instance banning the import of used vehicles which did not have catalytic converters, the benefits of 

this, and what is needed next for Africa – like lowering sulphur in gasoline and importing only used vehicles 

which meet European emissions standards. 

Ms Janet McCabe, US EPA Deputy Administrator (3 min) – talks about the PCFV approach and 

lessons learned (based on the USEPA evaluation which estimates 1.2 million premature deaths per year are 

prevented by the phaseout of leaded gasoline), and about next issues, like other lead pollution sources (eg 

President Joe Biden has funded lead pipe replacement, the world needs to phase-out lead paint), tackling the 

climate crisis and the switch to zero emissions vehicle fleets. 

Brian Sullivan, IPIECA (3 min) – speaks about the role of the oil and gas private sector [Editor’s note: 

Innospec, the US company that manufactured the lead additive for leaded petrol in the United Kingdom and 

continues to manufacture the lead additive for leaded aviation fuel, is of course not a member of IPIECA and 

was not a Partner of PCFV despite my recommendation that they should have been]. 

https://youtu.be/1daMpAWT8t0
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The speakers are followed by a QandA session between press and the panel, moderated by Mike Walsh (40 

min). [These notes of the Questions and Answers were transcribed/summarised by Elizabeth O’Brien.] 

Q: what were some of the major obstacles that PCFV had to overcome to achieve this great milestone? 

Janet: there were myths and bribery [Editor’s note: two cases in the US found Innospec guilty of 

bribery and Innospec’s annual report to its shareholders consistently gave their aim as to maximise 

profits during the leaded petrol phase-out, which resulted in the phase-out being completed some 13 

years later than the planned final phase-out year of 2008.] 

Q: what’s going to be done about leaded fuel in aviation? Janet: US EPA is working with our Aviation 

Administration to phase it out in the US. Inger: we’re also seeing action in Europe. 

Q: is there a plan to address soil contamination which has resulted from the use of leaded gasoline? 

Brian: that’s not an industry issue. Janet: in the US we deal with legacy soil lead contamination through 

EPA Cleanup programmes and local public health programs to test lead in people’s yards and manage 

the soil contamination through gardening practices, hygiene, control of track-in, etc.  

Q: can you describe the kind of resistance from TEL manufacturers and what it took to successfully 

counter those efforts? Does that resistance continue until today? Was any company other than 

Innospec involved? Inger: some of our local partners were seriously threatened after trying to introduce 

unleaded gasoline. I already spoke about bribery and myths being propagated, and price differentials. 

Q: can the effort to get rid of leaded fuel be translated to phasing out coal? Inger: yes, we can look at 

what it shaves off our GDP, how many people die, and we can look at alternatives and invest in R&D 

for that. Yes, the lead package presents lots of lessons but the phaseout of coal is a bigger ask. Janet: we 

need to focus on bringing alternatives to fossil fuels forward while raising everyone’s quality of life. 

Luc: recognizing the cost of inaction – knowing that lead gasoline was costing 1.2% of Benin’s GDP 

was important to the phaseout here. This information about the cost of fossil fuel use should be 

researched so it is specific to each country and this will move the change away from coal at a faster rate. 

Inger: we need to bust a number of myths about electric vehicles. We need to focus on exiting from 

fossil fuel use. Luc: we should ensure that no vehicle which should be dismantled is exported. Mike: we 

also need to bring about electrification of two-wheeled and three-wheeled vehicles too – not just cars. 

Q: can you explain what the claim of US$2.45 trillion savings to the global economy due to the 

phaseout of leaded petrol, is based on, and what impact does the continued use of leaded Avgas 

have? Inger: it comes from various scientific studies based on health/hospital costs, children’s IQs and 

their lifetime income loss, premature deaths and the related income loss. Mike: the impact of 5 or 10 

lost IQ points is incalculable really. 

Q: what were the sustainable alternatives to leaded petrol which were rejected at the start of the 

leaded petrol era?  

Q: how did we determine that the final stockpile of TEL [tetra ethyl lead – the additive for making 

leaded petrol] in Algeria was used up, and is there a chance that black market supplies of TEL 

will continue to be used for some time? Inger: there are independent bodies who take fuel samples 

from the market in countries across the world and check them in labs and UNEP does this ourselves too 

so that’s how we know that in July 2021, there was no leaded petrol in these tests. 
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UNEP issued a press release/alert (see below) prior to the Media Conference and published the article below 

titled “PCFV Inside the 20-year campaign to rid the world of leaded fuel” (which should have been titled 

“…leaded petrol” because leaded aviation fuel is still the predominant fuel used globally in small aircraft 

including some helicopters). Additionally, Rob de Jong emailed Partners of the PCFV the following articles:- 

a background document and a timeline, which The LEAD Group has published below. 

Speaker Profiles 

Mr Michael P Walsh is a renowned international expert on motor vehicles pollution 

and air pollution. He worked for the US Environmental Protection Agency (Director 

Motor Vehicles Emissions programme). After leaving government, he has been 

working as an independent expert/ consultant and has been involved in many 

leading initiatives and countries around the world to promote better air quality and 

cleaner vehicles. He is a senior advisor of the US and China Governments for their 

clean vehicles programs. And he is one of the founders of the International Council 

for Clean Transportation (ICCT), a leading global NGO on cleaner vehicles. Mike 

has been working closely with UNEP and our clean fuels and vehicles programs: he was a founding 

member of the Partnership for Clean Fuel and Vehicles; he helped draft several important 

publications; has chaired working groups; and has supported the implementation of activities on the 

ground - in countries around the world. Mike is a recipient of the MacArthur Award (also called 

“genius award”).  

Mr Luc Gnacadja served in the government of Benin as Minister of the 

Environment, Housing, and Urban Planning from June 1999 to February 

2005. During his tenure he spearheaded the phase out of leaded petrol – 

with Benin being one of the first countries to go unleaded in Africa, and 

Benin being a strong supporter for the Sub Saharan Africa programme to 

go unleaded. 

In September 2007, Luc Gnacadja was appointed as Executive Secretary of 

the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 

by United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon. Gnacadja's second 

term concluded at the end of September 2013.  Luc Gnacadja is an 

honorary councilor of The World Future Council. 

Ms Janet McCabe, US EPA Deputy Administrator 

Janet McCabe was sworn in as Deputy Administrator in April 

2021. Before this she was the Acting Assistant Administrator in the  

Office of Air and Radiation. 

Prior to rejoining EPA, Janet McCabe was a Professor of Practice at the 

Indiana University McKinney School of Law and Director of the IU 

Environmental Resilience Institute. Her work at Indiana University 

centered on establishing innovative, research-informed, and actionable 

solutions to reduce environmental risks and help protect the health of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ban_Ki-Moon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Future_Council
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communities and families. Over the course of her career, McCabe has spent time working for state 

environmental agencies in Massachusetts and Indiana, with a focus on air quality issues. 

Mr Brian Sullivan is the Executive Director of the International Petrol 

Industry Environmental Conservation Association (IPIECA). IPIECA, 

based in London and set up in 1974, is a global not-for-profit oil and gas 

industry association for environmental and social issues. IPIECA's mission 

is to assist "the oil and gas industry improve its environmental and social 

performance". All major oil corporations are members of IPIECA. IPIECA 

is the industry channel into UN's International Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), UNEP and the UNFCCC. IPIECA is an active PCFV 

member and actively supported the global campaign to eliminate leaded 

fuels. Before Brian joined IPIECA he has worked in BP. 

Ms Inger Andersen is Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and 

Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, 

headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Between 2015 and 2019, Ms. Andersen was the Director-General of the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Between 1999 and 

2014, Ms. Andersen held several leadership positions at the World Bank 

including Vice President of the Middle East and North Africa; Vice President 

for Sustainable Development, and Head of the CGIAR Fund Council. 

Ms. Andersen has more than 30 years of experience in international 

development economics, environmental sustainability, strategy and operations. She has led work on a range 

of issues including agriculture, environmental management, biodiversity conservation, climate change, 

infrastructure, energy, transport, and water resources management and hydro-diplomacy. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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