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By Kerry White (a student of Evan Whitton in 1961)” 

Pressreader: (by Chilla Johnson) 

https://www.pressreader.com/australia/the-chronicle8992/20180803/283583811202301 

Toowoomba Chronicle: (by Kerry White) 

https://www.thechronicle.com.au/news/rugby-pioneers-leave-lasting-mark/3484060/ 

The Saturday Paper: (by Richard Ackland – The Gadfly) 

In his regular “Diary” section on the 21st July 2018, Richard wrote: ‘The death of Journalist 

Evan Whitton has been widely reported along with his investigatory work on justice and 

injustice. He was a big presence in the field of reporting and an inspiration to many cubs, 

including Gadfly. One of the aspects of his career less noted in the encomiums was his 

campaign to replace the entire adversarial system of litigation with the inquisitorial 

(Napoleonic – Germanic) system of justice. In other words courts would turn into 

miniroyal commissions of inquiry, pressing for the truth with minimal interference from 

the rules of evidence. Judges would be specifically schooled and not necessarily drawn 

from the ranks of long-winded barristers. They would sit on the bench alongside lay jurors. 

No doubt  these ideas started percolating during the long, dry days he sat as areporter in 

the Toowoomba courthouse. He tirelessly peddled his inquisitorial approach in the law 

journal Justinian and elsewhere. It was so shocking that the rank and file of the legal 

profession became incandescent with his attack on the perfection of the ‘Rolls Royce’ 

justice system. He also gave some of the human rights lawyers a swipe when he wrote: 

“The adversary system is solid for human rights; its firm position is that criminals have a 

human right not to be convicted, and their victims have a human right to like it or to lump 

it.”    It’s not often that the death of a journalist leaves an empty spacein human affairs. 

Whitton’s death creates such a void.  

EDITORIALS Evan Whitton chased the truth - The Australian   July 18, 2018  

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/editorials  

Evan Whitton represented the essence of newspaper reporting. He wore out his shoe 

leather going to the scene, knocking on doors, meeting players, asking questions and 

uncovering facts others wanted concealed. Whitton’s work was honoured with five Walkley 

awards, the Graham Perkin Journalist of the Year and an inaugural induction into the 

Media Hall of Fame. His work exposed police, business and political corruption as well as 

the folly of war. A truth-teller who broke through barriers erected by bureaucrats and the 

justice system, Whitton dragged facts into the sunlight. This is a style and quality of 

reporting under threat in our digital age. He died on Monday, aged 90, and is survived by 

his wife, Noela. 

https://www.pressreader.com/australia/the-chronicle8992/20180803/283583811202301
https://www.thechronicle.com.au/news/rugby-pioneers-leave-lasting-mark/3484060/
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/editorials
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/editorials
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Whitton’s life was quite a story.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

I don’t think Sir Robert Menzies or Gough Whitlam had more ‘Obituaries’ 

published in as many newspapers as Arg !   JD 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Here are some more obituaries I found, published in New Zealand newspapers: 

Journalist exposed Australia’s involvement in Vietnam War 

Manawatu Standard, 23rd July 2018 

https://www.pressreader.com/similar/281977493409412 

Waikato Times, 23rd July 2018 

https://www.pressreader.com/similar/281977493409412 

 

Free Subscription to e-Newsletter Notifications / 

Membership & Donation Forms 

You can receive a free emailed notification whenever a LEAD Action News has been web-published 

just by filling in the Subscription Form at 

http://www.lead.org.au/LEAD_Action_News_Subscription.html - you can choose whether you 

want just those in English, Spanish or Chinese or those in ANY of those languages.  

 

Become a member of The LEAD Group Inc. at http://www.leadsafeworld.com/shop/ (which also 

entails emailed notification when a newsletter is web-published. Corporate or Bulk Corporate 

membership entitles your organisation to a listing and logo on the Lead Safe World Partners pages) 

/ or make a donation to the Lead Education and Abatement Fund (LEAF) at 

http://www.leadsafeworld.com/donations or at http://www.lead.org.au/sb.html or 

http://www.lead.org.au/Donation LEAF.pdf 
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